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Overview
Father’s Day is the perfect opportunity
to grow and celebrate faith in fatherhood.
So often a talk aimed at men will be more about doing better and
being better rather than simply just providing some much-needed
aﬃrmation and encouragement.
Our challenge and hope for Father’s Day services across the UK is that
men will hear a message of hope and forgiveness in Jesus and feel
aﬃrmed and empowered in their role as fathers.
At CVM we would always recommend a good bacon roll and mug of
tea, a great welcome on the door by some of the men in church as you
might find non-Christian men will use this day as the one day, they
show up at your church building! (In that case, be mindful of using
Christian / Churchy language during the service).
Care should be taken to emphasise all aspects of fatherhood, not just
biological fathers, be careful to include, step fathers, grandfathers,
godfathers, uncles and other male role models in life.
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FATHER’S DAY RESOURCES
We have been producing church resource packs for Father’s Day for over ten years
and have also released a number of video resources alongside these.
We also recommend using Sorted Magazine at your special outreach events.
To find out more about these and other resources for Father’s Day, check out our website:

cvm.org.uk/fathers

Bible Reading
Luke 15:11-32
The Parable of the Lost Son

Introduction Idea
It might be suitable to get some children to share some fun things about their fathers. Memories or
moments that have made them laugh or smile. Perhaps share a few of their dad’s worst dad jokes.
You could start with the sentence; ”my dad is …”
Having these positive and aﬃrming reflections will really help cheer men and fathers on in your
service and set a positive tone of aﬃrmation of fatherhood rather than a tone of ‘good but could be
better.’
You may wish to also link into the theme here of the prodigal son with a video or story of
forgiveness and never giving up.

Check out: wingclips.com and search for ‘I’m a dog too’ Mr. Peabody and Sherman
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Talk outline
(aim for a 20-minute talk)
In exploring the Bible passage of the prodigal son there are many ways to approach the verses, for
the purpose of Father’s Day it would be great to help people see the actions and heart of the father
in the story.

Setting the Scene
We pick up the story after Jesus has already told some very powerful parables (earthly stories with a
heavenly meaning) about a lost sheep, a lost coin and then finally a lost son.
It may be worth reflecting on the build-up to the story and the younger son’s decision to leave the
home and take his inheritance money, in eﬀect severing his relationship and love for his father. As
always, a parable like this invites people to feel and imagine what it would have felt like, you could
do that with questions about how it might have felt for them to watch their child walk away. This
might be helpful to draw together the heart of the father in the following three ways:

Persevering Fathers
The first strength and positive characteristic we see in the story is that of a father who is
persevering. He doesn’t give up hope, the imagery the parable gives us is that of a father watching
and waiting and as soon as he sees his son he rushes to him. A heart of perseverance in fathers is
admirable and will inspire men to aim high again and raise their heads to this. There are many
moments, situations and encounters that will cause a man to drop his head and heart and roll with
the punches. Perhaps this is a good opportunity to aﬃrm men of their heart of perseverance
against the odds. The father would have wrestled with the thoughts that his younger son would be
lost forever, but his perseverance in faith was one day given its reward, his lost son comes home.

Praying Fathers
Whilst the passage doesn’t directly suggest a link here to prayer it may be good to build on the
work of perseverance and the process of prayer. Again, avoiding a tone of ‘do better and be better’
aﬃrm men with the role and privilege of prayer as fathers. Persevering in an active and oﬀensive
way through prayer is very empowering and mobilising rather than a defensive sitting by the
window lost in waiting way.
Enabling men to pray and be fathers of prayer modelling this to our families and those within our
communities will be huge, perhaps you can explore some personal stories here of answered prayer.
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Positive Fathers
Perhaps one of the striking things about the fathers heart and attitude here is complete
selflessness. He had lost money, his son had stabbed him in the back, he would have felt
embarrassment and family shame perhaps as his neighbours witnessed his son’s public rebellion.
We might have expected the father to be angry, want his money back, or some other act of
retaliation from a wounded heart.
Instead the father in the story speaks aﬃrmation, positive words of acceptance and forgiveness. His
grace and mercy abound and the son knows he can come home and start again, this is staggering.
Not only for us all as Gods children but a wonderful glimpse at the power of a father’s words and
actions. Aﬃrm men with the role of word and action in positive and empowering ways.

Practical Applications
It might be good at this point to just ground the talk. Ask yourself the question, great but how?
After all that has been said ‘how’ can the men go away with this and make it work in their lives?
It might be helpful as you bring this talk to land in a very practical way to ask yourself a few
questions: What diﬀerence will this make at home for these guys this afternoon? What diﬀerence
will it make in their wider community and within the Church as a whole? What practical elements
can I round this oﬀ with? How will this hold up tomorrow on the building site or at work?

Closing prayer
We have seen this done before and it is tremendously powerful. Invite some women in the
community or church to close the service with a prayer of aﬃrmation of how they see their men as
fathers to their children or the children in the community.

NEW
FOR
2020

FOUNDING FATHERS

THE
BOOK

Never before have good male role models, for children and
young people, been recognised as so urgently needed.
CVM's book, Founding Fathers, celebrates the importance of
the role of fathering at all stages of the journey and oﬀers
thinking and help to dads as well men with no children who
could still be a key influence to a fatherless generation.
Written by Nathan Blackaby with contributions from
Carl Beech, Mark Chester, Dave Hearn, Krish Kandiah,
Steve Legg, Ian Manifold, Jason Royce and Doug McWilliam

Available from the CVM shop: cvm.org.uk/shop
CVM, The Hub, Unit 2 Dunston Road, Chesterfield S41 8XA Tel: 01246 452483 Email: admin@cvm.org.uk
CVM is a registered as a charity in England and Wales (No.1071663) and Scotland (No.SCO43446) and a company limited by guarantee (No.3623498)
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